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kidlington - garden city - gosford & water eaton - yarnton - begbroke

green councillors working hard for kidlington
the fight for our green belt goes on!
Despite massive local resistance, multiple representations to the council, and a motion opposing the plans brought by Green Councillor Ian
Middleton, the people of Kidlington continue to be ignored by Cherwell District Council’s Conservative leadership. Leader Barry Wood told us all that
we needed to ‘lawyer up’ to protect our green spaces and our quality of life, and now that’s what we’ve done! A Judicial Review into the Conservative’s
plans to build 4400 houses on our rural green spaces is now underway. Councillor Middleton has been supporting these moves every step of the way
and is now seeking to ensure that no work will go ahead on these sites until the legal challenge has been heard. He has called on landowners and
the planning department to halt any planning applications until then.

flooding now a regular and serious threat to many households
Flooding is no longer a once in a hundred years event. Climate change and
increased development on our green belt is now increasing the likelihood that we
may all face the threat of flooding at some time in the near future.

We need a joined up approach to this problem with cross agency co-operation and
targeted support for local residents. A Green Party motion demanding exactly this
was passed unanimously by the district council in February. We called for a central
contact point for residents to report flooding emergencies, regular mapping and
maintenance of flood defences and support for local flood resilience groups. Green
councillors are pressing to make these proposals a reality, at both district and county
council levels. Green councillor Ian Middleton is standing for election to the
county council in May to help facilitate this.
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supporting and thanking our key workers and community volunteers
Green Councillors Fiona Mawson and Ian Middleton were proud to be part of the embryonic Cherwell
Larder during the first lockdown in 2020. Ian gave support and advice to the instigators of this
amazing project to help it get off the ground. It’s since become a vital and much loved local institution
feeding and supporting hundreds of Cherwell residents and key workers every week.
The Larder has grown into the Cherwell Collective which not only provides food delivery and
collection, a climate café and other resources to the area, it also offers help, education and resources
for food preparation, growing and other vital skills. As a hugely sustainable community based
project it’s a testament to the hard work and dedication of everyone behind it. Ian and Fiona continue
to volunteer at the larder and would encourage everyone who can to get involved!

local Council Elections On 6th May
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In May you will have the chance to vote in two elections, once
for the District Council and once for the County Council.
The Greens and the Liberal Democrats continue to co-operate
and won’t be standing against each other in Kidlington

District Councillor Ian Middleton will be our candidate for the Kidlington South County Council
Division. Ian has been working tirelessly for the people of Kidlington since being elected in 2019, he
now needs your support to represent us at county level to deal with many of the issues he’s unable to
influence as a District councillor, such as road repairs, flooding and infrastructure planning.
Fiona Mawson is standing for the District Council in Kidlington East. Fiona sits on Kidlington and
Yarnton Parish Councils and shares Ian’s concern to hold the council to account on planning and
environmental issues. As a Parish councillor Fiona focusses on community and the environment and
could do so much more for Kidlington as a District Councillor!

green community projects with the environment at their heart
Local engagement is the key to doing our bit to help fight climate change
In 2019 many local councils passed a Climate Change Emergency Motion. Green councillors in Kidlington
and Yarnton were instrumental in drafting and sponsoring these motions and it was great to see both
authorities passing them unanimously, but we need to follow that up with positive acton.
As a councillor for both Kidlington and Yarnton Fiona Mawson has been behind initiatives to help with our
response to climate change and biodversity loss. In 2018 she was the instigator of the Yarnton Community
Orchard project which saw 38 apple trees planted with the help and support of local residents. This will
eventually become a shared community resource both for residents and wildlife.
Since joining Kidlington Parish Council Fiona has been active on the community committee inspiring and
supporting ideas like community gardens, wildflower verges and creating orchards and nut groves in our
parks and green spaces. These will give residents access to resources to engage with their environment and
grow some of their own food as well as providing habitats for insects and animals.
Fiona is standing in the 2021 local elections hoping to become the second Green District Councillor for
Kidlington East. Support for her will help more of these projects become a reality.

Cllr Fiona Mawson with volunteers
planting trees in the community orchard

your green councillors - here to help - here to listen
in 2019 it was my honour to be elected as Cherwell’s first Green District Councillor. To everyone who voted for me I’d like to say a huge
thank you for putting your faith in me. I hope you haven’t been disappointed in my performance. As I also sit on 3 parish councils, it’s been a
busy time for me, especially when less than a year into my term we all faced with the unprecedented challenges of the pandemic.
But I’ve still managed to bring numerous motions to the council on issues that are important to Kidlington. My first called for a suspension of
plans to devastate our green belt with unnecessary development. Frustratingly, that was undermined by Labour and blocked by the
Conservatives but the fight goes on. I’ve fought hard against local service cuts, and sponsored and supported motions on flooding protection,
animal welfare and local health services. I also helped establish a local bus service and lobbied on cycling infrastructure. I’ve campaigned
for local Covid test & trace facilities and of course on climate change. I’ve also been active in helping
residents deal with individual problems which I regard as the most important part of my role.
As we come out of lockdown yet again, I’m acutely aware that the problems we had before our world was turned upside down haven’t
gone away. Services are still being cut, our roads are still falling apart, our green spaces are still under threat, we still don’t have
enough cycling infrastructure, and climate change now impacts us all with things like regular flooding and crippling heatwaves.
Two years on from both the county and district councils declaring a climate emergency they’ve done next to nothing. The pandemic
has given us a taste of what a global catastrophe looks like and we have to do everything in our power to prevent future generations
having to deal with the impact of a climate collapse that could make recent events look like a Sunday afternoon picnic.
There’s still lots to do as I continue to represent you as a District Councillor and I hope soon also as a County Councillor.

If you have any concerns or issues you need my help with,
please call or email me.

Ian Middleton

Oxfordshire County Council
Literally painting over the
cracks in Kidlington’s
roads and cycle paths!

local elections - it’s between the conservatives and the greens in 2021!
greens
40%

The Green Party Can Win again in Kidlington
Conservatives
37%

Vote share in District Council Elections
kidlington east ward 2019

In 2019 Kidlington elected Ian Middleton as Cherwell’s first Green Councillor. Since then Ian’s
worked hard for residents, but he can do so much more. As a County Councillor he can ensure that
our roads are well maintained, increase provision for cyclists and pedestrians and see that schools
and social care are properly resourced. With a second District Councillor in Fiona Mawson, the
Greens will be able to increase their challenge to the Conservative’s grip on the council and ensure
that Kidlington is not ignored. Make sure you’re registered to vote and that your voice is heard.

Vote for more engaged and responsive green councillors #VoteGreen2021

working together for a better world
For more information or to help with our campaigns - contact the North Oxfordshire Green Party
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